
Basic Jewelry Findings and Techniques 

  
 
STRINGING 
Make simple necklaces and bracelets by stringing beads on jewelry wire. 
 
Materials:       Tools: 
Coated beading wire (SoftFlex, Beadalon, Tiger Tail) Flush Cutters 
Crimp beads (and Crimp Covers, if desired)  Chainnose Pliers 
Clasp        Crimping Pliers 
2 Jump Rings (open - not soldered closed)  Optional: 
Beads for stringing      Bead Design Board 
 
1. Lay your beads out in the desired order.  Ensure 2 thicknesses of wire will pass through the last 3-4 

beads you plan to put at each end of your piece.  Include your clasp to determine the length of the 
finished piece.   

2. Cut a length of beading wire about 10” longer than your finished piece. 
3. On one end of the wire, string on a crimp bead and a jump ring. 
4. Pass the end of the wire back through the crimp bead.  Pull to form a small loop through the jump 

ring, leaving a tail of 3-4 inches. 
5. Use Crimping Pliers to carefully crush the crimp bead and secure the wire in place.  If desired, place 

a decorative Crimp Cover over the flattened crimp bead. 
6. String on your beads, passing the first few beads over the tail end.  After stringing on 3 or 4 beads, 

you can cut off the remaining tail with your Flush Cutters.   
7. Once all your beads are strung on the wire, add another crimp bead and jump ring at the other end.   
8. Pass the end of the wire back through the crimp bead to form a loop through the jump ring.  Feed 

the end back through the last 3 or 4 beads on the wire to hide the tail. 
9. Pull the wire tight enough that no spaces show between beads, but leave enough slack for the piece 

to bend easily.   
10. Carefully flatten the crimp bead using pliers or a crimp closer.  If desired, place a Crimp Cover over 

the flattened crimp bead.  Then, trim off the excess tail using the Flush Cutters.   
11. Open the jump rings, and use them to attach one end of the clasp to each side. 
 
Notes:  
 Always twist Jump Rings open, keeping the ends parallel.  Do not pull the ends apart, since it is very 

hard to get them back flush if you do.  To close, twist the ends back together until they touch. 
 You can attach the beading wire directly to your clasp if you prefer.  But using jump rings allows you 

to easily change the clasp or replace it if it breaks.  
 To make the length adjustable, use a lobster claw clasp and attach a piece of chain to the other end. 
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WIRE LOOPS FOR EARRINGS AND DANGLES   
Create simple earrings by stringing beads on a headpin and making a loop to attach 
an earwire.  To make dangles, place a single bead on a headpin and 
make a loop to attach it to a chain or other jewelry. You can make either 
a Simple Loop or a Wrapped Loop, as shown below.  Simple Loops can 
be reopened after you form them.  Wrapped Loops cannot. 
 
Materials:    Tools: 
Headpins    Roundnose Pliers 
Beads     Chainnose Pliers 
Earwires    Flush Cutters 
     Optional “Looper” Tool 
 
 
SIMPLE LOOP 
Video tutorial: https://youtu.be/X4p3nD8zyKY 

 
 
WRAPPED LOOP 
Video tutorial: https://youtu.be/ETL-dbncs68 
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