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OVERWHELMED TO ORGANIZED 

SCA Arts & Crafts Club/Scrapbooking Group 

 

Get Ready to Get Organized 

 

Why do plans to get organized usually fail? 

• Goals are too big – there is a lack of instant gratification. 

• When life becomes stressful our “Will Power” disappears. 

• The Big Goal isn’t broken down into smaller goals and so becomes unattainable. 

• “Set-Backs” happen.  Most “resolutions” don’t allow room for these set-backs. 

• Most resolutions lack a “rewards long the way” plan. 

• Lack of positive association with the end result.  How will you feel when the task is done 

– what is the Big Benefit(s)? 

 

What’s the Big Benefit? 

• Ability to use both my crafting time and materials, joyfully and without frustration. 

• Ability to spend my crafting budget wisely, without buying duplicates of things I already 

own. 

• Ability to go to crops and classes without spending hours getting ready to go. 

• Ability to create cards and gifts quickly and easily. 

• Ability to FIND MY STUFF. 

• The dining room table will remain clear. 

• Ability to feel like I have control. 

 

Set Yourself Up for Success 

Set a goal 

Write it down 

Hang it up 

Recruit a friend 

Get the “buy-in” from anyone who might interrupt your progress 

Define your “Big Benefit” 

 

Define a Four Section System that will Work for You 

This is the foundation of your organization system.  It is your mental map or plan for how to 

put things away.  Define four sections for YOUR storage of items, for example: 

• Section 1  -  Alphabets, Numbers, Punctuation 

• Section 2  -  Themes A to Z 

• Section 3  -  The Calendar Year 

• Section 4  -  The Rainbow 

There is NO Miscellaneous section! 
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Using a Theme Section 

• Write a “Themes” index and put it into alphabetical order. 

• Your “Themes” index is going to guide you through much of the organization process.  

This is an alphabetized list of all the things you think you scrap about or materials you 

own. 

• Create your index on the computer. 

• Your mantra “keep things together I would use together.”  This might mean combining 

categories. 

• Think about using Pinterest to help you develop your “Themes” list and methods for 

storing your materials.  

 

Gather Together 

Gather items that are floating around your work area.  They may be piles of leftovers from 

your last project, shopping bags from the last convention you attended, things tucked away in 

closets or drawers.  Unpack crop totes.  As you are pulling things out, try to group them 

together with “like” items.  These items may be added to existing drawers, boxes, etc.  Your 

goal here is to get everything in one area/room/shelf. 

 

Prepare to Purge 

Purging your crafting area of “things” you do not use or can’t see yourself using, is a huge part 

of organizing.  Purging will be different for each of us, both in the types of things we purge 

and the quantity of things we release. 

Know what kind of crafter you are…  at this point in time. 

Set a goal of how much you will purge and when it will leave your home. 

Find a place to donate or sell your purge --- make it personal and meaningful to you! 

 

Rules of Purging 

Once something goes into your “purge” pile – it does not come out! 

If you’re gut reaction is “What was I thinking when I bought this?  Or  “Why do I have this?”  

Place it in the purge pile. 

If you ask yourself “Should I put this in the purge pile?”  the answer is Yes! 

Your purge pile should be a permanent fixture in your craft area.   

As you work and play, you will discover more that should be eliminated from your craft area. 

 

Storage Tools and Space 

The most important aspects of storage are visibility and accessibility. 

• Put some thought into your space, how will you store things so that they are in your “line 

of sight” and get be easily reached.  Consider if you want doors or open shelves. 

• Identify what tools will you use regularly.  Can you store them in a place where they can 

be used frequently?   
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Organizing Those “Piles of Paper” 

When organizing paper, remember to use those “Themes” you identified, and then think about 

using a Calendar Year Theme and then possibly Rainbow – those are universal categories.  

From that beginning, you can start to organize the “piles of paper” you have collected. 

 

The “Rainbow” Theme presents the challenge in your organizing effort.  What do you do with 

all of those printed papers, and what about papers with multiple colors? 

 

A general rule of thumb for organizing your colored papers is to start with the solid colors first 

and follow with prints/patterned papers. 

 

Sort your prints into groups within the color – perhaps using the titles: 

• Distressed 

• Dots 

• Flowers 

• Plaids 

• Prints 

• Stripes. 

Your challenge is to stay consistent.  Think about storing these prints behind a solid color.  

With most multi-colored papers there is one dominate color, use that color. 

 

When you have papers that are truly a rainbow of colors in your opinion, you could develop a 

section titled “Multi-Colors.” 

 

Remember your goal “is to be able to find things quickly and easily.”  That means keeping 

things together you will use together.  For example:  if you bought pink floral paper for your 

daughter’s ballet pages, you will want to store that paper with the rest of the ballet stuff so 

you’ll be able to find it and complete your project. 

 

“Paper Stacks” 

Have you purchased paper stacks?  How many sheets of paper have you used out of the stack?  

How much did the stack cost you?  Divide the number of papers you’ve used by the cost of the 

paper stack.  What are you paying on average for a sheet of paper from the stack?  This can 

help you determine whether paper stacks are a good deal for you. 

 

How do you organize those stacks of paper?  Instead of pulling these pages apart, try to put a 

label on them and incorporate them into your paper storage under one of your Themes or 

colors.  Once you have worked your way through the majority of the stack, then take it apart 

and incorporate those papers into your organized stash of paper. 

 

Scraps, Scraps, Scraps 

To help keep your crafting area neat and clean – you should choose a minimum size of paper 

to keep as a scrap, for example a 4” x 6.”  You will become overwhelmed if you try to keep 

every color in every size of “leftover” paper.  Determine where you will keep these scraps: 

stored with the original color of paper; create a separate filing system for the scraps of similar 

colors; utilize plastic baggies to store individual colors – use a method that causes you to see 

the scrap and then use it, when needed. 

 


