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Finishing Tubular Ropes 
 
Many different stitches can be used to weave beautiful beaded ropes.  But it can be challenging to figure 
out how to finish your rope into a usable bracelet or necklace.  Here are some options to consider. 
 
Eternity Loop or Bangle  

Sew the ends of your rope together to make a continuous loop.  
Carefully match the ends so the pattern is continuous.  Then sew them 
together so there is no visible seam. This technique is also called 
“zipping’. 
 

 
Taper 

Some rope stitches, like Spiral Rope, naturally taper to a point. 
For others, taper the ends with “decrease” stitches. Instructions 
for decreasing tubular peyote and herringbone are available 
online. After tapering the ends, attach one piece of the clasp to 
each end. 

 
Bead Caps or Cones 

Select a bead cap or cone large enough to cover the end of your 
rope.  You may need to taper the rope ends slightly to fit.  To 
attach the cone, take the thread out the center of the rope end, 
through the cone, and then through the loop on one side of your 
clasp.  Then sew back down through the cone and knot the thread 
into your weaving.  Repeat a few times to secure. You can also 
use beading wire as in the “Finial Bead” method shown below. 

 
Finial Beads  

A finial bead is a large bead that hides the end of your 
rope.  For “hollow” ropes like tubular peyote, Russian 
Spiral, and tubular herringbone, the finial bead can sit 
partially inside the end of the rope.  For filled ropes like 
tubular pearl netting, the finial bead will sit at the end of 
the rope.   
 

Finial Bead on Hollow Rope 
Select a Finial Bead that fits your rope without sliding completely 
inside.  Secure the ends of your beadwork and cut the threads.  Cut 
a piece of beading wire about 6” longer than your rope.  Insert the 
wire so that 3” extends on each end of the rope.  Loosely knot or 
clamp one end of the wire to hold it in place.  On the other end, add 
a finial bead, a crimp tube and half of your clasp.  Insert the wire back 
through the crimp tube and the finial bead to make a loop.  Crimp 
the crimp tube and trim the excess wire at the base of the finial bead.  
Repeat on other side.  This technique can also be used to attach Bead Caps.   
See Beadaholique video on this technique at youtube.com/watch?v=R7O3QyY6fdU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7O3QyY6fdU

